A PICTORIAL HISTORY
OF THE STAR CLASS







FOREWORD

From its very beginning the Star Cl ass
attention. Morris Rosenfeld and Edwin Levick ee&mong the early

photographers who took pictures of the Star. The beauty and power

of the modern Star boat continues to be an object interest for both

amateur and professional photographer. We are thus fortunate to

have a fairly good pictorial record dfieg Star Class starting with

those early days of 1911 when the Stars first put in an appearance on

Long Island Sound and at Nahant Dory Club in Massachusetts. The

Star Class also has a very good historical record of itself. An annual

Log which lists the bda and their owners, gives race results, carries

the Class Rules, and other pertinent information has been published

since 1922. An additional source of information is available from

Starlights, the Star Class newsletter which has been published since

1925 Added to these sources there are two history books about the

Star Cl ass: AForty Years Among the Star
El der , and AA History of the Star Cl ass
and longtime Log and Starlights editor C. Stanley Ogilvy.

It is the purpose of this pictorial history to bring together some of
the more interesting photographs and events which have appeared
in the Star Class publications.






PRELUDE
The Gaff Rigged Era
19117 1920 (and before)

The history of the Star began evesfore 1911. In 1906 a boat called the Bug was designed in the
office of William Gardner in New York. These boats about eighteen feet long, were miniature Stars, their
design being very similar to the as yet unborn Star boat. The Bug was at leasthie jg@ of Commodore
"Pop" Corry, who wanted a small one design boat within the means of the not very wealthy yachtsman who
liked racing. The boats cost $140 each, not an exorbitant sum even then. But the Bug proved to be too small
and wet for comfort, athin 1910 Corry went back to Gardner to ask for a somewhat larger version. The Star
was designed by the late Francis Sweisguth that winter, and tiwentyf them were built by Ike Smith of
Port Washington, Long Island. They appeared on the Sound foirgh¢ime on May 30, 1911, for the
Memorial Day regatta of the Harlem Yacht Club.

The original Star was not the trim vessel of today. Although the basic design has never been altered,
construction methods and the care with which the boats are builtrhpre/ed so much in sixty years that a
1911 model would not be recognized as a Star today. They cost $240 and looked it. Also the rig was entirely
different from what it is now. A short mast carried a long gaff almost parallel to it, and an enormous boom
hung three feet over the transom. Fittings were crude cerizient. In spite of all this, the basic superiority
of the hull design began to show itself and more Stars were built. At a time when small classes were
springing up and dying out every year 8tar survived, with nothing to support it but its own performance
and the enthusiasm of Pop Corry and a few others.

In 1914 occurred an event without which there might have been no Star Class today. At least we can
safely say that without it, the orgartia of one design classes of all kinds would have been delayed by
years or decades. This event was the arrival on the scene of George W. Elder. When he bought a Star and
interested himself in the welfare of the Class, a turning point had been readtmajhatto one knew it then.

Pop Corry was the "father of the Stars", but George Elder was the father of the Star Class Association and
remained its guiding administrator for most of his life.

It is hard for us to realize today what Elder did. Not only weeee no international classes or class
organizations in pr&920 days; there were not even any walab classes. Each yacht club had its own
design of boat, which raced locally, and that was all. Against this heterogeneous background Elder conceived
the idea of a unified organization with enough influence to administer the affairs of many fleets of the same
class, not only in various harbors of Long Island Sound (which in itself would have been a novel idea), but all
over the country and eventually thghout the world. The outline of this grand scheme was presented by
Elder in 1916 but not adopted until 1922. To appreciate its scope and daring we must recall the travelling and
transportation conditions of those days. Hiteet racing was unknown becaithere were no two fleets of
the same kind of boat. There was no electric-batiequipment; boats the size of Stars were always kept in
the water all summer. The automobile was still a new invention; that it would ever become sufficiently
reliable to landle a trailer was doubtful. Thus many of the advantages which we reap from our class
organizations, which we take for granted now, depend on modern communication and transportation
facilities.

Yacht racing was suspended during World War |, and in 1184 %tar was one of the few classes
which put in an appearance at Long Island Sound regattas and helped revive the sport in that area. Meanwhile
Stars had taken hold elsewhere, and the groundwork had been laid for Elder to make his dream an actuality.

(From the 1971 Star Class Log)



GEORGE A. CORRY
18631943
Father of the Star Class
Class President, 192325
Class Commodore, 192843

It is rather doubtful, in this day and age

conformity and political correctness, that

personage such as George Corry could have
the sort influence that he had almost a cent
ago. His manners and ways of thinking, if tl
stories told about himin Elder's book and
elsewhere are true, were eccentric to say the ¢
and he must have been a most colorful charact

Despite this, or per
Corry was very effective in promoting his ide
of the inexpensive racing yacht. It fartunate
that his idea was ably translated by Mr. Gardi
and his draftsman Francis Sweisguth.

President GEO. A. CORRY, "Father of the Star.”

Photo: 1925 Log

GEORGE W. ELDER
18931954
Founder of the Star Class Association
Class President, 1921948

Whil epofAP@orry wa s t
responsible for getting the Star boat designec
was George Elder who conceived of the idea
having a worldwide Star Class organization.
the time this was an unheaofl idea, but
El der 6s efforts a nfd
resulting in the 1.S.C.Y.R.A. which we hav
today.

During his later years Mr. Elder began to wo
on a book about the history of the Star Cla
This book, AForty Ye
published posthumously in 1955.

Photo from EIl derdés b



WILLIAM GARDNER
18591934
Naval Architect

In about 1906 George A. Corry, the rilegder of a
small group of yachtsmen from the New York Ci
area, asked Wiliam Gardner to design a sm
inexpensivechinebuilt arcbottomed sail boat with
a keel. George Corry was a friend of Vit
Gardner, and it was natural for Corry to contac
him to design the boat.

The first fruit of Gardner's effort for Corry's grou
was a boat known as the Bug. The Bug was dra
by Curtis D. Mabry of Gardner's office and ma
its appearance on Long Isth Sound in 1906. The
boat is reported to h
weighing 150 Ibs.

After five years of racing the Bugs in the wate
about New York City the owners of the Bug
decided that the boats were too small, too wet

much too uncomfortabl A committee was
appointed, consisting of George Corry, A. B. Fi
Thornton Smith and William Newman, to take tt
matter up with William Gardner. That was done
the early fall of 1910. This time it was Franc
Sweisguth who was Gardner's draftsman difewv

up the plans for the boat, named the Star.

In the 1931 Log Mr. Gardner made the followir
comments:

AWhen | designed the
a boat that was fast, handy, seaworthy, and
could be built at a moderate cost; these qualitie
was evidently fortunate enough to have obtained

AThe boat al one, h o\
responsible for the great success that has follov
The great interest taken by the owners of the b
and the unceasing efforts of the Association
bring to the attention of the yachting world th
merits of the boats, have been in a large
responsible for the unprecedented success of
class.

AThe | ar ge f-dagievery dratifyng
to me and my sincere wish is that the success o

Assaiation will be as great in the future as it h
been in the past. o

(Photo right: 1922 Log)
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(Picture from Elderds book fAForty Yearséo,

(Photo: Star Class promotional brochure, credit Levick.)
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FRANCIS SWEISGUTH
Designer of the Star
18821970

Francis Sweisguth was the draftsman in Willie
Gardnerdéds naval archit
of the Star in the fall of 1910. He was also one
the original owners of the first 22 Stars built kg |
Smith in the winter of 1930911. He owned
number 6 from 1911 through 1915. In the ea
19206s, when a rig ch.
short Marconi rig was proposed, Mr. SweisgL
designed the change. In 1929 when the new
which is still in usetoday was proposed, Mr
Sweisguth was again involved, this time as
member of the Technical Committee which dre
up the specifications for the new rig and sail pl
He continued to serve as the Technical Commit
chairman through 1933.

Francis Sweisgh
Picture from EIl der 6s

Star of the 6
Spars and Sails: Sliding Gunter
Mast, deck to sheave 18'5"
Boom 184"
Galff (Or Yard) 17'6
Mainsail Luff 74"
Mainsail Leech 28'6"
Mainsail Foot 184" e
Jib Luff 17'9" B e
Jib Leech 15'3" T
Jib Foot 78" e S
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Construction Plan of Star One-Design Class. Dimensions: 22.7 Fu. O. A, 154 Ft. W. L., 5.8 Ft Breadth,
3.4 Ft. Draught, Sail Area 280 Sq. Ft., Ballast 830 Lb. on Heel

ONE-DESIGN CLASSES
(Text and drawings form RUDDER, December, 1911

POPULARITY of onedesign classes seems to be on the increase, and there are several new classes proposed for next
season; one, a class of small schooners. Several of the most prominent claggesraong Island Sound were
designed by Mr. William Gardner, of New York, and on the following pages are given drawings of a humber of these
boats as well as the drawings of two proposed classes. One of the most popular classes ever raced on ttie Sound in
smaltboat division are the "Bug" boats, which were designed and built in the Spring of 1906. These boats are 19 feet
over all, and cost complete only $125. Fourteen of these were built for members of the Manhasset Bay, Larchmont,
Horse Shoe Harbor,uguenot, and New Rochelle Y.C.

This year designs for a new class similar to the old, but 3 feet 7 inches longer over all, and known as "Star"
boats, was gotten out and the boats cost complete $250. Fifteen of these were built for members of the A@erican Y
six for various members of the Manhasset Bay, New Rochelle, Larchmont, and Horse Shoe Harbor Y.Cs., and ten for
members of the Nahant Y.C. of Nahant, Mass. Both the "Star" and "Bug" classes were described by Mr. Thornton Smith
in the January, 1911 sge.

All of the old boats as well as all of the new, except ten for the Nahant Dory Club, were built by Isaac Smith, of
Port Washington, L.I. The ten for the Nahant Club were built by Richard T. Green & Co., of Chelsea, Mass.

A class similar to the newstar" boats, except that they are 1.7 feet longer, a foot wider, and of theboamtkr
type, has been designed with a view to placing the class on Gravesend Bay. It is proposed that members of the various
clubs in the Gravesend Bay Association builchie tlass, and if the proposed plans are carried out, the class will be a
great addition to racing on the Bay.

Proposed Gravesend Bay One-Design Class. Dimensions: 24 Ft. O. A. 15.4 Ft. W. L., 6.8 Ft. Breadth,
1.8 Ft. Draught Sail Area 280 Sq. Ft. Ballast 100 Lb on Centerboard






