Bringing Alcor Back to Life

Bill Brosius, of the Budd Inlet Star Fleet in Olympia Washingtsgeeplyinvolved with his latest Star
resurrectiorprojectof Star 924 named AlcorAnd | do mean resurrection, becagsewas a mesand

left for deadwhenBill found herabout ayearagoin a garage in Spokaashington In fact to my
untrained eye it looked to me like wisiteneeded was gasoline and a match. Bus, boat is not just any
boat toBiIll; it is the first Star he evdixed up andownedHej ust coherdielndot | et

Star 924 was born in 193n Blanchard BoaCompany on Lake Union in Seattle Washingtdine

earliest regatta recorded falcor was in the 1939 North Americans in San Francisco when she was sailed
by F. Hissock from the Pug8bund Fleet finishing 12tishehas a connection to more than just Bill in

our Fleet. Shewas shippedrom the Puget Sourt Chicago in 1949 and sailed in t&&ar World
Championships that yeaGhewas skippered by a Puget Souodn SunnyWynne and cewed by our

own Vi cky Sh ebedVati. 6They Weaetsdiliagragaiist ott#ar greatof the timelike

North and Lippincott Lowell North was first or second in every ragcel949,b ut d i thewrégattawi n
due to a disqualification in one tife racesl guess even thgailinggreats break a rule now and then.

Vynne and Watt finished 8n Alcor. The following are their results for the regatta:

18,924 Alcor, E. Vynne Jr., R. Watt, Puget Sound 14 27 14 14 26
You can read theufl regatta reporéind see the resultsé the following linlsto the Star class website

http://www.starclass.org/history/1949worlds.htm
http://www.starclass.org/history/194vorlds. htm#1946

Because of all thishistori | | coul dndét t ake my924&atourinextlieeta nd mak
meeting.The last timeBill hadhis hands or\lcor it was the earlfl97 (s whenthe boat was donated

the Sea Scouts in Tacomd.he boat wasld then,and inneed of repairBill being Bill offered to fix it up

for the Scoutso they could learn tsail Stars(some things never chanbee 6 s  9.1A few Yyearsaldter i t
he purchasgit from the Seas Scouésd he sailedt with the Tacomal e et i nBill waetingAd 6 s .
upgrade to the new fangldétierglass boatat the end of the decad®ld Alcor and she went eastabout
1979to be sailed imfe et o n L ak e WhereparticipadicddadinednehelLake Coeur

d 6 Al e n®¥4 dishppeared into a garaggemewheren Spokane Washington. She might never been
sail ed agai n purEhassdenatagarage saendthodghtit might be fun to fix up an old

wood Star. The new owner,aalizing it was morevork than expected to restomytAlcoron Cr ai go s
with an asking price equal to the value of the trailer on which she sat, $200.

Bill, seeing the advertisement, decided to head to Spokanetose¢ lds f r i end Al cor . S|
look at, but as Bill told of her history the owner realized tiegwas worth more to Bill than to hinso

he gaveherto Bill with the understanding she would be restored andiragain This was a promise Bill

coud easily keep. It was not a questmiif she would be restored; it was only a mattevbén Finally

with all theBudd Inletfleet put to bed for the seasdill has had a chance to get going on the

restoration. About ayear after Bill was reunitedithh Alcor, and 77 years after she was built, she is rising

from the ashes to be sailed on Puget Sound again.

With the specs from the 1971 Star Log and an old set of plans to guide each step of the restbadtion, w
follows are the messages and pictuhed Bill has sent as he has worked on this labor of love. Some of
the pictures were taken by Dave Raehe helped Billvith the restoration Also, Jim Findley has heéd

on this project as his wood Staas inB i | shopts get a face liftand no one an resist lending a hand
when asked by Bill.


http://www.starclass.org/history/1949worlds.htm
http://www.starclass.org/history/1947-worlds.htm#1946

August 17, 2009

| should have the boat all rough sanded this morning and some of the smooth sanding done. | have locate
all the planks I need for the bottom [P@ford cedar as specified in the specs] andll hunt down

some oak to finish making the frames | need. possible | could have all the new frames and planks in

place by Labor Day weekenBill

September 7, 2009

| made and installed five sets of knees and will get the wood to make thé sitsrtomorrow. | started
fairing out the dings in the wood and filled all the screw holeslthatyneovered so far. | will still have a
bunch when [ install the rest of the knees. In the morning | will sand the fairing compound and the hull
with the DA and fill any remaining spots. | will be down at the marina around noon and then go to
Hardets for my lumber and come home to cut out the rest of the kwéésh | will install Wedhesday |

hope to finish cleaning out and installing all the wedgesdrstims between the bottom planks that will
be left in placeAll | will have left to do will be to install the new bottom planks and wedge titeml

will be ready to fiberglass the bottom and sides to withimcBes of thegunnels | will be ready to tart

on the deck by thbeginningof October Bill




September 13, 2009

| just finished installing the last knee piece and am now ready to start installing the bottom planks that
need replacing. | picked up the planks Friday. If | can get my camera wdnkiill take some pictures
before installing the bottom planks. | probably won't start on the planks till tomorréwesday since |

need to mow my lawn yet today. | will finish filling the screw holes with fairing compound so | can sand
before doing th@lanks.Bill

September 27, 2009

| finished sanding the bottom tonight, will feather the edge of the glass | pl¢ dottom.Thenl owiralp

the bottom to side area and put the second layer of the bidirectional cloth at the mast step area. | will be
down in the morning to bring some flowers for Hanna. See you or Dave then. Bill




October 2, 2009
| just finished flipping 924 righsidesup and it is sitting on some tires on the floBitl

November 5, 2009

A note to uplate you on Ji and my boarestoration progresgdim'sboatwill be ready to put the finish
varnish on his deck nekionday orTuesday Thenhe and | will start planking the deck on 9¢¥nday.

It should be completed by nektiday and ready to finish out. | installed the news@m today and

glassed the keelson. Tomorrow | will sand and fair the transom into the rest of the hull and put the two
part varnish on the keelson. | will also make and install the two cockpit end pieces tomorrow or this
weekend so everything will be reafbr planking the decklonday.Bill



